
A monthly publication of St. Luke’s Methodist Church  -  Kilgore, Texas 
   

November 2024  Issue 11 



I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

 
Pa g e  2  

Pastors Article 

 
Pa g e  3  &  4  

St. Luke’s Kids 

 
Pa g e  5  &  6  
St. Luke’s Youth 

 
Pa g e  7  &  8  

Pumpkin Patch 
 

Pa g e   9  &  1 0  
What’s Happening  

 
Pa g e   1 1  &  1 2  

Financial Fitness 

 
Pa g e   1 3  

Joys & Concerns 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

 
Pa g e   1 4  

October Calendar 

 

 

Church Office 
office@stlukeskilgore.org 
(903) 984-3576 
 

Rev. Dr. Allison Andrews 
Sr. Pastor 
pastor@stlukeskilgore.org 
(903) 521-3810 
 
Rev. Wade Skinner 
Associate Pastor of Youth & Families 
associatepastor@stlukeskilgore.org 
(972) 358-8086 
 

Lindsey Exline 
Dir. of Nursery Care 
children@stlukeskilgore.org 
(903) 985-1341 
 

Jennifer Powell  
Dir. of Communications 
office@stlukeskilgore.org 
(903) 984-3576 
 
Richelle Rathbun 
Hospitality Coordinator 
(903) 371-3499 
 
James Vermillion  
Music Dir. 
music@stlukeskilgore.org 
(903) 241-1447 
 
Audrey Whitten 
Business Manager 
finance@stlukeskilgore.org 
 
 

S ta f f  C o n ta c t  I n f o r m at i o n  

1       The Visitor 

Follow us on social media to stay up to date  
on all things St. Luke’s 

 
https://www.facebook.com/StLukesKilgore/  

 
https://www.instagram.com/stlukeskilgore/ 

 
St. Luke’s Youth 

https://www.facebook.com/stlukesyouthkilgore  
 

St. Luke’s Kids 
https://www.facebook.com/stlukeskilgorekids  

 
St. Luke’s MDO 

https://www.facebook.com/stlukesmdo 
 

Subscribe to our YouTube page 
https://www.youtube.com/@st.lukesworship381 

 
Sign-up to receive our emails 

https://stlukeskilgore.org/newsletters/ 
 

Watch Worship Live 
https://stlukeskilgore.org/watch-live/ 

https://www.facebook.com/StLukesUMCKilgore/
https://www.facebook.com/stlukesyouthkilgore
https://www.facebook.com/stlukeskilgorekids
https://www.facebook.com/stlukesmdo
https://www.youtube.com/@st.lukesworship381
https://stlukeskilgore.org/watch-live/
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Rev. Dr. 

Allison Andrews 
Sr. Pastor 

There Is No Such Thing  
as Retirement 

I announced my intent to retire as a  

full-time appointed minister to our Board 

of Stewards before the first Sunday of 

October, and October 27th will have been 

my last Sunday in the pulpit of St. Luke’s 

Methodist Church. When appointed to St. 

Luke’s, I was incredibly proud and  

humbled for so many reasons. As you ALL 

know by now, my grandfather finished his 

ministry at this church, my sister and I 

were baptized at St. Luke’s, and my earli-

est childhood memories include being 3 

years old and staying with Grandmother 

and Grandaddy in the parsonage which I 

occupied upon appointment.  

 

Highlights for me have been buying  

furniture and decorating the parsonage 

with Michael to make it hospitable and 

ready to receive members. And then 

hosting disaffiliation small group  

meetings, Christmas parties, staff retreats, 

youth group, and small groups brought 

me joy.  

 

It’s been amazing pastoring a church with 

a full ministry offered to people of all 

ages and working with so many  

dedicated and competent people who 

are genuinely called to support their 

church (you know who you are!) 

 

Preaching and working in the beautiful 

sanctuary with incredibly good  

contemporary music and transportative 

chancel choir music has been humbling 

and uplifting. There has not a Sunday that 

goes by in which I did not felt enriched. 

 

But the time has come to make way for 

new leadership at St. Luke’s. Though it 

has not been a long tenure here for me, 

I’ve experienced three Pumpkin Patches, 

Two Christmases, 3 Easters, and numer-

ous employees coming and going in the 

areas of Finance, children and youth  

ministries. All of this happened on the 

heels of recovering from the broad  

effects of COVID, disaffiliation and  

adjusting to a new organizational model 

for Methodism. I feel that I’ve had a crash 

course in transitions here at St. Luke’s! 

More importantly, the CHURCH has  

experienced all of these dynamics 

ALONG WITH their first female main 

pastor. Kudos to the church for walking 

through so much with courage and  

intensive involvement! 

 

The death of both of my parents in a 14 

month span, both of whom for which I 

functioned as their medical power of 

attorney, was a an undercurrent of  

sadness and stress in these last years 

which I carried largely unexpressed,  

except when asked. I have recognized 

that we ALL have major family concerns, 

and I felt a kinship with many of you 

dealing with loss and significant health 

issues.  

 

When looking back, I feel the love and 

support of so many of you, AND I have 

felt the dissatisfaction and worry that 

has been expressed. The awareness of 

financial stress along with concern 

about pulling more individuals into  

worship has been a burden on my heart. 

These are not issues that scare me, but 

it is often up to a church if they want to 

follow the leadership of their pastor. 

 

I’ve always been one who feels like it is 

best to step back when my leadership 

doesn’t seem effective or if it becomes 

apparent that I cannot gain traction with 

individuals when it comes to working 

together.  

 

I well understand that the natural  

reaction of a church after undergoing 

significant shifting is the need to for a 

sense of stability and security. And  

individuals will inevitably rush, do  

almost anything, to scramble to achieve 

this state. I think St. Luke’s is frankly 

“world weary” and desperately wants to 

regain the “old days” of the 80’s and 

90’s when participation in church was 

practically a given. I well remember 

those days! (I’ve been a pastor for 32 

years. ) Believe me, I yearn for those 

days as well!!!! I wish I could deliver that 

for the church. And I do know that 

whenever a new pastor comes on board 

with the church, you will feel a surge of 

newness and increased attendance. This is 

always the way. I hope that you will find 

your sea legs with a new pastor, truly.  

 

As for me, I look forward to being a 

“Senior Elder.” Doesn’t that sound  

AMAZING? It’s the new term for  

retirement in the GMC which recognizes 

that a pastor never really retires! And I 

look forward to a new phase of filling 

pulpits where needed on a temporary 

basis.  

 

But before THIS can occur...  

I’m adjusting to selling my house 

Adjusting to the absence of my parents 

Saying goodbye to the town in which I 

was reared 

Learning how to be retired 

Finding a new community and friends... 

 

It’s a lot!! 

 

Acts 20:24 records Paul’s farewell words 

to the Ephesians. He tells them, “I do not 

account my life of any value nor as  

precious to myself, if only I may finish the 

ministry that I received from the Lord  

Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace 

of God.”  These words struck a chord with 

me. 

 

My prayer has now become, “Keep me 

faithfully pressing on, Father, in  

obedience to your heavenly calling in 

these latter years so that I will remain 

useful in my service to your church until 

you see fit to bring me across the finish 

line and into my eternal home.” 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, may we all  

recognize that our call is of divine origin. 

With Paul, let us together say, “Not that I 

have already obtained this or am already 

perfect, but I press on to make it my own, 

because Christ Jesus has made me his 

own” (Phil. 3:12). 
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October 13, 2024 
Addilynn DeKoker 

 & Holden DeKoker  
were baptized   

and became full members. 
 

Parents: Kraig & Tonya 
DeKoker 

October 20, 2024 
Sue Carter 

Joined by Profession of Faith 
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Thank you to our 2024  
Pumpkin Patch Sponsors 

 
Orange Level Sponsors 

Kilgore Mercantile 

Art & Pat Morchat 

Nelda Morgan 

 

Bronze Level Sponsors 
Jay & Tamara Dean 

Jan & Milton Hattaway 

Pat Haynes 

Wendell & Carolyn Holcombe 

Elaine Kirksey 

Jim & Sharon McCann 

Celia Mooney 

Cody & Veronica Sprayberry 

Karen S. Wilson 

Zen Kitchen 

 

Silver Level Sponsors 
Ginny Anderson 

Gregg & Sheryl Caraway 

Citizen's Bank 

Alan & Meggan Clark 

Dan & Shelia Cross 

Downtown D'lites 

Joe & Barbara Johnson 

Tracey Varvel 

 

Gold Level Sponsors 
Kathy Brown 

Leon & Ludie Courtney 

Mikki & Dennis Ellis 

Danny & Kalynn Harrison 

Dean & Kathe Miller 

David & Annette Morgan 

Selleck Accounting 

Joe & Becky Wallace 

Bobby & Debra Wheeley 

Jim & Alana Williams 

 

 

Platinum Level Sponsors 
Dan & Janel Brown 

Gabriel Jordan 

Mayor Ronnie Spradlin 

Thank you to all the volunteers and Pumpkin Patch 

Team members that have helped make this another 

successful year. Be on the lookout for a complete 

Pumpkin Patch Report in the December newsletter. 
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Board Chair 

Amanda Gillen-Hall 
 

Staff Parish Relations 

Carol Grimes 
 

Endowments 

Celia Mooney 
 

Lay Leader 

Anna Rohde 
 

Trustees 

Bill Bryant 
 

 

 

Class of 2024 

Bill Bryant 

Milton Hattaway 

Paula Hooks 

Jim McCann 

Cody Sprayberry 

 

Class of 2025 

Kathy Brown 

Alan Clark 

Carol Grimes 

Dean Miller 

 

Class of 2026 

Danny Harrison 

Janet Craver 

Joe Wallace 

Annette Morgan 

 
 

These volunteers have agreed  

to help lead the church.  

If you have any questions   

about what is happening  

around St. Luke’s please contact  

one of them.  
 

2 0 2 4  B o a r d  M e m b e r s  

I n  P e r s o n  
In the offering plate or in  

the offering boxes at the  

entrance to the sanctuary 

 
B Y  M A I L  
St. Luke’s MC 

401 E. Main St 

Kilgore, TX 75662 

 
O N L I N E  

at stlukeskilgore.org 

or use the QR Code 

 
B y  T e x t  
Text “give” to 

903-833-3576 

Not able to make it to 
worship? 

Use the QR code to visit our 

website and watch  

worship live . 

 

You can even view  

past services. 

https://stlukeskilgore.org/giving/
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We would like to invite and welcome everyone to 

eat and fellowship with the Holy Huddlers. We 

meet twice a month (not always the same week 

of the month due to holidays). Supper will be on 

you, but the fellowship will be shared by all.  

 

 

All gatherings begin at 6:00pm 
 

 

November 8 

Venecia’s Kitchen, Kilgore 
 

 

November 22 

The Cotton Patch, Longview 
 

 

If you have any questions, please call  

Barbara Francisco, 903-918-6797 

T h e  F i n e r  A r t s  G r o u p  
Each week this group will explore different art 

techniques and general interests to experience 

new ways to explore our faith journey. 

 
 

November Art Schedule 
 

November 6 

Journal Making with Janet Craver 

 

November 13 

Bible Journaling with Janet Craver 

 

November 20 

Charcuterie with Richelle Rathbun 

 

November 27 

NO meeting 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

November 6 
Taco Salad, Nachos, chips & Salsa, Dessert, & a Drink 

 

 

November 13 
Soup (Taco, Chicken Noodle), Salad,  

Garlic Toast, Dessert, & a Drink 

 

 

November 20 
Chicken nuggets, Waffle Fries, Veggies  

with Ranch, Dessert & Drink 

 

 

November 27 
NO Wed Night Dinner 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

 

 

 

$3 for kids under 12 

$6 adults over 12 

 

Cash, Check, and Credit Cards  

will be accepted at dinner. 

 

Our next Methodist Women’s Meeting will be held 

on November 12 due to the first Tuesday, November 

5, being Voting Day.  We will meet at 6 PM in the Par-

lor as usual. We will be working on the Operation 

Christmas Child Boxes again. We have 18 boxes to fill 

this year. Below is the list of items everyone brought 

from last year.  We have much to be thankful for and 

much to pray for as well. Hope you will all be available 

to attend.   

 

Tuesday, November 12 

6:00pm  |  Parlor 
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November 2 

Alex Mathis 

Harrison Weathers 

 

November 3 

Ashleigh Branch 

 

November 5 

Tina King 

 

November 7 

Amy Bruyere 

 

November 9 

James Hanshaw 

 

November 11 

Cathy Mount 

 

November 12 

Emma Reinert 

 

November 14 

Bob Davis 

Amanda Patton 

November 15 

Michael Barnard 

Luke Weathers 

 

November 18 

Matt Patton 

 

November 19 

Dan Cross 

Suzie Gibson 

 

November 26 

Joy Tate 

 

November 27 

Ezra Branch 

Tamara Dean 

 

November 29 

Carolina Bryant 

 

November 30 

Cason Middlebrooks 

Pat Sers 

 

N o v e m b e r  B i r t h d ays  
Please say a prayer for our church 

family on their special day.  
 

If we missed your date,  

please call the church office  

(903-984-3576). 

J oys   &   C o n c e r n s  
Please use the “Prayer” cards in the pews to keep us updated on 

your loved ones.  
 

 

P r ay e r s  f o r  o u r  m e m b e r s  
Roberta Boggs   Jack & Sharry Christopher  

Tommy Freeman  Cindy Frederick    

Jo Hancock   Pat Haynes    

Carolyn Holcombe  Sam Holley    

   

 
 
P r ay e r s  f o r  o u r  fa m i ly  &  f r i e n d s  

 

Sherri Bennett & Family…………………….…….friend of Karen L. Wilson 

Linda Brooks…………………………………..……..mother of Donna Barnard 

Bobbie Bryant………………..………..……..….friend of Dan & Shelia Cross 

Brad Campbell…………………………….…………....cousin of Randy Holder 

Lizz Collins………………………………..………………………...wife of Mike Kerr 

Chris Cross……………….. ………………………………….brother of Dan Cross 

Nick Hanewald……………….…….…neighbor of Jim & Sharon McCann 

Richard Hansen…………….….brother-in-law of Jack & Ronda Dickey 

Zach Hartfiel….…………….…friend of Jamie Haynes & Robert Poland 

Don Hedrick…………………………………...……....friend of Karen L. Wilson 

Judy Issacs.........……………..……………….……….....friend of Karen Wilson 

Elgin Lary…………………..………………..…...friend of Barbra F. & Tonia B. 

Maurine Masterson…………………………………………...aunt of Tonia Belk 

Sandra Melville…………………………….………...sister of Milton Hattaway 

Mary Patton…………………………….......neighbor of Dan & Shelia Cross 

Emily Porter and her infant twins,  

Emberly & Emberlynn Mesker…………………...friend of Lindsey Exline 

Sherri Pilcher & Family…………………………………………………. 

French Sturrock…………..…friend of Jamie Haynes & Robert Poland 

Terri Smith……………….……...…………………..….....friend of Jan Hattaway 

Buddy & Selena Simmerman….....friends of Rhonda & Jack Dickey  

Blakely Tarbutton………………………..…...family of Bob & Hope Cantu 

Heather Thompson & daughter………………...friend of Tracey Varvel 

Les Thurston……………………….……..grandson of Bob & Cindy Lindley 

Amanda Urban……………………………......friend of Becky & Joe Wallace 

Amber Watson……………...………………….…....friend of Glenda Cochran 

Harold Wiese………………………………….father of Emily Mason 

Sharri Wix………………………..……...in-law of T. J & Amanda Gillen-Hall 

Julie  Brogoitti Woods & Randy Brogoitti…………..………….……………… 

………………………………………….………...friends of Bill & Carolina Bryant 

 

 

 

W e  e x t e n d  S y m pat h y  t o . . .  

 

The family of Debbie Nicholson. Debbie’s memorial service  

will be held at 11:00am at Kilgore first Baptist Church, Saturday, 

October 26. 

 

The family of Rev. Ralph Rudy. Ralph passed away on Friday,  

October 18. 

N o v e m b e r  A n n i v e r s a r i e s   
Name Date 

Randy & Tina King 11/26/1977 

Robert & Joan Smith 11/15/1985 

Gregg & Sheryl Caraway 11/28/1987 

Randy & Sally Holder 11/12/1988 

Tommy & Laura Farnham 11/19/2001 

Bo & Amy Bruyere 11/10/2018 
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     1 
Parents Night 
Out 6:00pm 
 

2 

3 4 
 

5 6 7 8 
Holy Huddlers 
6:00pm 

9 

10 11 12 
Methodist  
Women 
6:00pm 

13 
 

14 15 16 

17 18 
Board of  
Stewards  
6:00pm 

19 20 21 22 
Holy Huddlers 
6:00pm 

23 

24 
Hanging of the 
Greens 
11:30am 

25 26 27 
NO Wed  
Activities 

28 
Thanksgiving 

29 30 

* Nursery provided  for this event.      

 ** Nursery can be arranged for this event.  

Call the church office, 903-984-3576 

 

Sunday 
8:30am    |  Arise Worship* (Sanctuary) 

9:30am     |  Sunday School* 

10:30am   |  Traditional Worship * (Sanctuary) 

11:30am |  Handbell Choir (Handbell Room) 
 

 

Monday 
9:00am-2:30pm  |  Mother’s Day Out 

6:30pm |  Arise Band Rehearsal* (Sanctuary) 

Tuesday 
8:00am   |  Prayer Group** (Knowles Chapel) 

11:45am |   Tuesday Lunch Bunch (Family Center) 

 

Wednesday 
9:00am-2:30pm  |  Mother’s Day Out 

3:15pm-5:30pm  |  Children’s Choir & Youth 

5:15pm-6:00pm |  Wednesday Dinner (Family Center)  

6:00pm |  Chancel Choir Rehearsal* (Sanctuary) 

R e c u r r i n g  W e e k ly:  



E-Mail: office@stlukeskilgore.org Office: 903-984-3576  Web Site: www.stlukeskilgore.org 
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401 E. Main St., Kilgore, TX 75662-5905 
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Kilgore, Texas 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Sunday, November 24 

11:30am 
 

Stick around after worship and help us  

decorate for the Advent Season. 

mailto:office@stlukeskilgore.org
https://stlukeskilgore.org/

