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Registration is now open for church camp

June 29-July 3
Entering 3rd-completed 12th grades

*St. Luke's raises funds to Help cover the cost of church
camp. Be on the look out for information about how to
donate to the church camp fund.
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STAFF CONTACT
INFORMATION

We want to help you get connected

and become part of the St. Luke’s
family.

If you have any questions about a

ministry opportunity or need assis-
tance, we encourage you to contact

a member of our staff.

Church Office
office@stlukeskilgore.org
(903) 984-3576

Rev. Kelly Inman

Sr. Pastor
pastor@stlukeskilgore.org
(432) 296-9540

Lindsey Exline

Dir. of Nursery Care
children@stlukeskilgore.org
(903) 985-1341

Courtney Loper
Business Manager
finance@stlukeskilgore.org

Amanda Patton
Dir. of Mother’s Day Out
mdo@stlukeskilgore.org

Jennifer Powell

Dir. of Communications
office@stlukeskilgore.org
(903) 984-3576

Richelle Rathbun
Hospitality Coordinator
(903) 371-3499

James Vermillion

Dir. of Music
music@stlukeskilgore.org
(903) 241-1447
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SATURDAY BREAD
Saturday, March 14
8:30am-1:00pm

First Presbyterian Church

Share the Love with Saturday Bread!

Looking for a meaningful way to serve our neighbors? Join the St. Luke’s volun-
teer team as we partner with Kilgore First Presbyterian Church and Meals on
Wheels for Saturday Bread.

This vital ministry ensures that no one in our community goes hungry, providing
a hot, free lunch every Saturday of the year. Whether it's a senior neighbor, a low
-income family, or someone who is homebound, Saturday Bread serves over 150
people each week.

Started in 1988, the Saturday Bread program has become a staple in our commu-
nity. First Presbyterian Church leads the charge with the assistance of other
churches and volunteer groups helping to prepare, package, and deliver meals on
a rotating schedule.

EVENT DETAILS

Our Next Service Date: Saturday, March 14

The Mission: We have two volunteer time slots to be filled, 8:30am-11:00am
(prep, package, and clean-up) and 10:30am-1:00pm(delivery)
You can participate in one or both of these opportunities.

Ready to lend a hand? Whether you're a master chef or a friendly driver, we need
you!

How to Sign Up:
Please contact the church office today to join the team for March 14.

OTHER 2026 DATES

June 13
September 12
December 13
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FROM THE PASTORS DESK
Walking with Jesus in the Wilderness

St. Luke’s Family,

We are well into the season of Lent now—a season that
always invites us to slow down, strip away distractions,
and walk more intentionally with Jesus. This year, we
have committed to “Walking with Jesus in the Wilder-
ness.” I want to take a moment to check in with you.

How is your walk going?

Not just the physical mile-a-day challenge—but your
walk with the Lord?

The mile-a-day invitation was never just about steps on a
fitness tracker. It was about carving out intentional space
to meet God. It was about stepping into the wilderness
with Jesus—not as a place of fear, but as a place of for-
mation. Luke tells us that Jesus was led by the Spirit into
the wilderness. That means the wilderness was not acci-
dental. It was purposeful. It was preparation.

And the same can be true for us.

Some of you may be faithfully walking every day, praying
as your feet hit the pavement, reflecting on Scripture,
breathing in the cool air as a reminder of God's sustain-
ing Spirit. Others may have started strong and missed a
few days. Some of you may not have started at all.

Here is the good news: it is not too late.

Lent is not about perfection. It is about direction. If you
have missed days, lace up your shoes and begin again. If
your time with God has felt dry, keep showing up. The
wilderness is often quiet—but God does some of His
deepest work there.

I also want to gently remind you about adding intention-
al Bible study to your schedule during this season. Wor-
ship on Sunday is vital. But spiritual depth grows when
Scripture moves from something we hear to something
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we wrestle with personally. Whether it is our Lenten study
gatherings, a small group, or your own time in the Word
at home—this is a season to go deeper.

The cross is ahead of us. Holy Week is coming.

We are walking toward the suffering of Christ, the sacri-
fice of Christ, and ultimately the victory of Christ. Easter
morning will be glorious—but resurrection power is most
fully understood when we have walked through the wil-
derness and stood at the foot of the cross.

So let me encourage you:

Keep walking. Keep praying. Keep opening your Bible.
Keep making space for God.

If the wilderness has revealed places of struggle in your
life, bring them to Jesus. If it has revealed growth, give
Him thanks. If it has revealed nothing but silence, trust
that He is still at work.

We do not walk this road alone!

As we move closer to Holy Week and Resurrection Sun-
day, may our hearts be tender, our spirits attentive, and
our lives aligned with Christ. The same Jesus who over-
came temptation in the wilderness will overcome sin and
death on the cross—and that victory is for you.

I am praying for you as we continue this journey togeth-
er.

Grace and peace,

Do Gl S
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REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE A WEEKEND TO REMEMBER: MID-WINTER RETREAT 202

Sundays Our youth group recently returned from an incredible weekend at the
8:30am Lakeview Methodist Conference Center, where four of our students
Arise Worship joined others from across Texas for a high-energy Mid-Winter retreat!

It was a weekend of bold moves and big memories. Our students didn't
hold back, diving into everything the camp had to offer:

eHigh-Flying Adventure: Taking on the ziplines and soaring over the
10:30am piney woods.
Traditional Worship The Big Chill: Proving their bravery (or perhaps their temporary loss
of sanity) with the infamous Polar Plunge.
eUnforgettable Fun: From the neon energy of the Silent Disco to
competitive group games and creative craft sessions.
eDeep Connection: Powerful worship services that gave our four at-
tendees space to reflect, grow, and strengthen their faith alongside a
massive community of their peers.

9:30am
Youth Sunday School

4:00pm-6:00pm
Youth on Sundays

Wednesdays
4:00pm-5:15pm
Youth Afterschool

5:15pm-6:00pm We are so proud of how our students represented our church—bringing
Dinner home new friendships, a few sore muscles, and hearts full of inspiration.
6:00pm-7:00pm

Bible Study

SUNDAY PLANS

March 1
Lenten Bible Study Week 2

March 8
NO Youth on Sunday
Kilgore ISD Spring Break

March 15
Lenten Bible Study Week 3

March 22
Lenten Bible Study Week 4

March 29
Lenten Bible Study Week 5
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REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE A NEW WAY TO PLAY
Sanaays THIS SUMMER!

Arise Worship

9:30am Change is in the air, and we are so ex-
Kids Sunday School cited to share what's coming up. This year, we will not be hosting our traditional
one-week VBS. Instead, we're keeping the fun going all summer long with our
brand-new St. Luke’s Kids Camp!
Every Wednesday throughout the summer, kids entering Kindergarten
through 5th Grade are invited to join us for a mid-week blast. Each session will
Wednesdays "
be packed with:
3:30pm-5:30pm .
Children’s Choir High-energy games and outdoor play
Creative crafts and hands-on activities
5:15pm-6:00pm Tasty snacks to keep the energy up
Dinner Exciting field trips to explore our community
6:00pm-7:00pm
Bible Study We can't wait to spend our summer Wednesdays with you! Be on the lookout
for more information regarding registration, dates, and our full schedule com-
ing very soon.

10:30am
Traditional Worship

This year, we have decided to step away from our traditional Easter egg hunt to create
a more intentional space for reflection and worship. Our hope is to shift the communi-
ty’s focus toward the profound journey of Holy Week, prioritizing the spiritual signifi-
cance of the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus. We look forward to honoring
these sacred days with you through a deeper, more centered celebration of the Gospel.

Join us for a meaningful journey this season with our Passport to Easter adventure!
Your child will receive their official passport during our Palm Sunday celebration, serv-
ing as their guide through the most sacred week of the year. For every Holy Week
event your family attends, your child will collect a special sticker to commemorate their
participation and help them connect more deeply with the Easter story.

See page 5 & 6 of this newsletter for a full schedule of Holy Week & Easter Events.
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Sunday, March 29

Palm Sunday

8:30am & 10:30am Worship
Celebrate the beginning of Holy Week
with a morning of joy and community.
We invite you to join us for our Palm
Sunday Worship services as we com-
memorate Jesus' triumphal entry into
Jerusalem.

The highlight of our morning will be a
special Palm Parade led by our children
during both services. It's a wonderful way
to see the story of Easter come to life
through the eyes of our youngest mem-
bers.

For the Kids: All children wishing to par-
ticipate in the parade should meet in
the back of the sanctuary shortly be-
fore the start of each service to grab
their palm branches!

Come ready to sing, pray, and wave your
branches. We can't wait to see you there!
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This year, we have decided to step
away from our traditional Easter egg
hunt to create a more intentional
space for reflection and worship. Our
hope is to shift the community's focus
toward the profound journey of Holy
Week, prioritizing the spiritual signifi-
cance of the passion, death, and res-
urrection of Jesus. We look forward to
honoring these sacred days with you
through a deeper, more centered cel-
ebration of the Gospel.
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Friday, April 3
Good Friday Tenebrae

Worship

7:00pm | Sanctuary
w As the shadows lengthen, we gather for

one of the most moving traditions of the
A“

church year. You are invited to join us
for our Good Friday Tenebrae Worship
Thursday, April 2
Maundy Thursday

at 7:00 PM.
Stations of the Cross
11:30am-1:30pm
& 5:30pm-7:00pm
St. Luke’s Gym
This Holy Week, step away from the noise
and enter into a space of reflection. Join

us at St. Luke’s for an Interactive Sta-
tions of the Cross held in the Gym.

"Tenebrae" means shadows or darkness.
During this service, we will journey
through the story of Christ's passion
through scripture and song. As the read-
ings progress, the candles in the sanctu-
ary will be gradually extinguished, leav-
ing us in a moment of deep reflection on
the ultimate sacrifice made for us.

It is a somber, beautiful, and powerful
way to prepare your heart for the joy of
Easter morning.

This self-paced experience invites you to
move through different stations, offering
a hands-on way to reflect on the final
steps of Jesus' journey. Whether you join
us during your lunch break or in the
evening, we hope this time provides a
meaningful moment of connection and
prayer.

Kids Stations of the Cross
5:30pm-7:00pm | Family Center
While the grown-ups gather for Maundy
Thursday, we're hosting a special, hands-
on Stations of the Cross designed just
for children!

This isn't your typical quiet walk. We've
transformed the journey into an interac-
tive experience where kids can: be loud,
messy, and joyful.
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Saturday, April 4

Holy Saturday Flower Cross
Devotional

6:00am-6:00pm

Sanctuary Courtyard

Now is the time to order and pay for memorial or honorary
flowers for our Easter worship services.

A Moment of Quiet: Holy Saturday in the Courtyard.

Between the heaviness of Good Friday and the triumph of Easter
Sunday, there is the quiet of Holy Saturday. It's a day for waiting,
for breathing, and for reflection.

Easter Lilies can be purchased in memory or in honor of a
loved one for $15 each. These will be placed in the
Sanctuary on Easter Sunday and you will be able to take
We invite you to step away from the weekend busyness and them following the worship service.
spend some time in prayer in our Sanctuary Courtyard. Whether
you stay for five minutes or an hour, this space is open for you to

find a moment of peace.

Please fill out the form below, make your check
payable to St. Luke’'s MC, drop off your order to
the church office, or mail to St. Luke’s,

401 E. Main St., Kilgore, TX 75662.

The deadline to order is March 29, 2026.

Prepare for the Miracle
To help you reflect, we will have:
¢ Printed Devotions: Guided reflections available to help cen-
ter your thoughts.

e The Resurrection Cross: Help us transform an emblem of Given for
sorrow into a celebration of life! We invite you to bring fresh
flowers to tuck into the wire mesh of our cross. Name:

¢ What to bring: A handful of flowers (from your garden or the
store!) and a heart ready for hope.

O Honor @ Memory

Name:
g Honor g Memory

Name:
O Honor O Memory

Sunday, April 5
Easter Sunday

He Is Risen! Join Us for Easter Sunday O

The wait is over, and the celebration begins! After the quiet of the
tomb, we gather to celebrate the greatest news of all: Jesus is
alive!

Easter is a morning of pure joy, vibrant music, and a community
coming together to celebrate hope and new life. Whether you've
been with us every week or haven't stepped into a church in years,
there is a seat—and a warm welcome—waiting for you.

Name:
g Honor g Memory

Given By

Name on Order :

Phone Number/email address

8:30am | Community Worship
Kilgore City Park

9:30am | Breakfast
Family Center

Payment information
Number of lilies @15.00 ea. =

.. . Number of butterflies @ $5.00 ea. =
10:30am | Traditional Worship
Sanctuary Make payments to St. Luke’s MC and mark

“Easter Flowers” in the memo line.
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THE VISITOR



rFeveN

/(/éaé(wa/af

NIGHT MEALS

Join us for food and fellowship
every Wednesday during the
school year.

5:15pm-6:00pm
Family Center

March 4

Ham, Cheesy Potatoes, Green
Beans, Rolls, Dessert & Drink

March 11

No Dinner
Kilgore ISD Spring Break

March 18
Chicken Pitas, Salad,
Dessert, & Drink

March 25
BBQ Meatballs with Rice, Mac &
Cheese, Veggies with Ranch,
Dessert, & Drink

$3 for kids under 12
$6 adults over 12

Cash, Check, and Credit Cards
will be accepted at dinner.

THE VISITOR

HELP US MAKE IT ALL POSSIBLE

Stations of the Cross Set-up
Wednesday, April 1 | 6:00pm
Thursday, April 2 | 8:00am
An event this impactful requires a community effort! We are looking for volun-
teers to help us create a welcoming environment for all who enter. We need
assistance with:

eSet-up: Helping transform the gym into a sacred space.

eGreeters: Welcoming visitors and providing guidance.

eClean-up: Restoring the gym following the evening session.
If you have an hour or two to spare, your hands and heart would be a blessing
to this ministry. Contact the church office for more information.

CL;’-‘«SS OF

2026

Applications are now open for the St. Luke’s Scholarship, a unique, renewa-
ble award designed to support your education throughout your entire col-
lege journey, semester after semester.

CALLING ALL
GRADUATING
SENIORS!

In addition to our traditional award, we are honored to introduce the "Mrs.
Kay & Mr. Wilbur Yates Scholarship.” This new, one-time scholarship is spe-
cifically for a student attending Texas Tech University, established by the
Yates children to honor their parents' lifelong passion for education.

How to Apply
Applications are available upon request. Contact the church office to re-

ceive a link to the application. office@stlukeksilgore.org

Questions? Please contact the church office for more information or assis-
tance with the application process.

Senior Sunday Celebration

Graduating seniors, please mark your calendars for Senior Sunday on May
3, 2026, as we celebrate your incredible achievements! We invite you to
join us for a special breakfast in your honor followed by a formal recogni-
tion during our morning worship service.
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Take a break from the busyness of your week to share a
warm meal and a brief, meaningful devotion. It's the

perfect opportunity to connect with your community
and dwell on the Lenten message in a relaxed, casual
“ &,‘f setting.

This is great opportunity to invite a friend to St. Luke’s.
We would like to invite and welcome everyone to eat Pick up a couple of “Invite” cards from the church
and fellowship with the Holy Huddlers. We meet twice office, the welcome desk, or the Family Center Wel-
a month (not always the same week of the month due come Wall.
to holidays). Supper will be on you, but the fellowship
will be shared by all.

Ii SOUP & SERMON
Wednesdays During Lent (Excludes March 11)

SPEAKERS

All gatherings begin at 6:00pm

The Right Side, Kilgore Jonathan Latham

March 20
Texas Café, Longview

MARCH 18**
Thomas Ayres

If you have any questions, please call
Barbara Francisco, 903-918-6797 MARCH 25**

Rev. Jeneille LaGrone

**Note the update on our
speaker Schedule**

ISTRY [y

SPOTLIGHT

A huge thank you to our incredible team of volun-
teers who braved the elements this February to deliv-
er over 100 nutritious meals to our neighbors in need.

Your dedication to the Meals on Wheels mission en-
sures that our community remains nourished and Mark your calendars for our 2026 Garage Sale

connected, one delivery at a time. We are so proud of

this small but mighty group and can't wait to hit the May 2 1 , 22' & 23' 2026

road with you all again for our summer service!

THE VISITOR
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JOYS & CONCERNS

Please use the "Prayer” cards in the pews to keep us updated on
your loved ones.

PRAYERS FOR OUR MEMBERS

Roberta Boggs Gregg Caraway Jack & Sharry Christopher

Tommy Freeman Pat Haynes Sam Holley

Mac Lee Kay McKinley Ann & Joe White

PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY & FRIENDS

SANAIE AKEFS.....cceeeeeerierieneiee et sesssssssssssssssssseseses mother of Patrick Akers
Ricky BEELS.....ouieieeeeieieieieieieee et friend of Jack & Susan Moore
Greg COMPLON.....rereeeeniseiesseesseessessssssssenens family of Laura Farnham
JAMES COOK ..ot senses friend of Dan Cross
HUNTEE FAlCO e grandson of Eliane Kirksey
CiNAY GarCia....c.ceeueueveieirieirieieieieieie et sister of Ronda Dickey
Keith Henderson..........ooveeirnennenneeecseeeessnes friend of Beverly Gray
Bruce Huther......c.coovvonrrnnenn. brother-in-law of Jim & Sharon McCann
Debbie GUIlOtte. ..., childhood friend of Debra Maloch
Mike 8 Shelly Gribble.........occcovrreneereenecsecreciseeines friend of Tracey Varvel

Betty Johnson... family of Barbara & Joe Johnson
Diana Johnston.........ccccccvconecnsecnennrecccneieeneeno Sister of James Hanshaw
Betty KENNEY......eeeereereeee et sssssssssns mother of Nelda Morgan

CiNdy KUlaK....oooeveereerieeriee s friend of Bob & Hope Cantu
Maureen Martin.........c.cccoeoecmsvcennrenecrnenceeen.n.family of Joe & Barbara Johnson
Chris MCLEOM......oiceeeeireeirececeieceieeeeieceieeeseses e friend of Tonia & Tim Belk
EMIlY Marshall.......ccc e friend of Caylee Clark
Sandra MelVille.......ccorerirnnnceerecces sister-in-law of Jan Hattaway
Nelda MOIgan.......eereereee e sesesssessseseesssees St. Luke’s custodian
Shawna NEEIY........ccvvviriiieeee e friend of Sally Holder
Kelly RAMSEY ....oureerreeeeereeeeeeeieseeiseceseesseesseeesseessesseseeennee cousin of Ludie Courtney
Judy Randolph.............ccccccoeuueur......Close family friend of Jack & Susan Moore
Judy SaNErs......coveeeee e friend of Leon & Ludie Courtney

................... niece of Barbara & Joe Johnson
weenenennfriend of Chuck & Vernie Kunkel
neighbor of Joe & Becky Wallace

Patty Schleusner
Dale & Lawana Sistrunk.....................
Jennifer Slade.........

Terri SMIth ... friend of Jan Hattaway
Kathy Spencer.........cocovvnecvinneenenne. cousin of Sheryl Caraway & Susan Moore
Daryl WarT@N.......veeeeeeeecesereeeseeeseeesssssssssseesssesssssssesssesens family of Rhett Rohde
BODDY WillIams......c.eereeereecereceeceeeeeeeee e eseeessesenees son of Debra Maloch
Jeff Williams......oocceeceneceneccreceinenenes brother-in-law of Billy & Billie Sue Mims

Jerod Williamson.......ccccoveeveeenn.e. friend of Dean & Kathe Miller

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Please say a prayer for our church family

on their special day.

If we missed your date, please call the
church office (903-984-3576).

March 1
Polly Green

March 2
Cindy Venable

March 6
TJ Gillen-Hall
Misti Ingersoll

March 7
Randy Holder
Art Morchat

March 8
Cody Sprayberry

March 9
Bret Daigle
Lydia Rathbun

March 10
Ben Middlebrooks

March 11
Hope Cantu
Mailee Jo Exline

March 13
David Reeves
Angela Thompson

March 14
Amanda Patton
Dylan Venable

March 16
Anna Rohde
Laura Vermillion

March 17
Garry Mount

March 18
Preston Branch

March 22
Sadie Tuck

March 24
Leah Gillen-Hall
Denise Reinert

March 25
Hollie Boone

March 26
Becky Wallace

March 27
Kathy Brown

March 28
Gabriel Reinert

March 29
Sam Witt

March 30
Robbie Thurston

March 31
Joel Vermillion

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

[\ Date
WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO.. ame
Joe & Barbara Johnson and their daughter and son-in-law Gwen & Paul Garry & Cathy Mount 3/2/1979
Guidroz on the death of their son, Ethan Guidroz. 3/8/2003

3/10/2012
3/18/1978

Anthony & Kristi Boone

The family of Jo Hancock. Pat & Angela Thompson

Keith & Paula Hooks

PAGE 9
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March2U26

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Lent Bible Study Methodist Soup & Sermon Holy Huddlers
4:00pm-6:00pm Women 11:45am 6:00pm
6:00pm
8 9 10 1 12 13 14
Daylight Savings |Kilgore ISD NO Afterschool Saturday Bread
Time Spring Break Activities, Dinner 8:30am
or Studies
NO Lent Bible
Study
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Lent Bible Study |Board of Soup & Sermon Holy Huddlers
4:00pm-6:00pm Stewards 11:45am 6:00pm
Meeting
6:00pm
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Holyland Trip Soup & Sermon
Meeting 9:30am 11:45am
Lent Bible Study
4:00pm-6:00pm
29 30 31
Palm Sunday

RECURRING WEEKLY: Tuesday

8:00am Prayer Group** (Knowles Chapel)
Sunday 9:30am-10:30am Exercise Group (Gym)

8:30am | Arise Worship* (Sanctuary)
9:30am | Sunday School* Wednesday
10:30am | Traditional Worship * (Sanctuary) 9:00am-2:30pm Mother’s Day Out
11:30am | Handbell Choir (Handbell Room) 3:15pm-5:30pm Children's Choir/Youth
4:00pm-6:00pm | Youth on Sundays (Gym) 5:15pm Wednesday Night Dinner (Family Center)
6:00pm-7:00pm Wednesday Bible Study & Groups
Monday Chancel Choir Rehearsal* (Sanctuary)
9:00am-2:30pm | Mother's Day Out
Thursday
9:30am-10:30am Exercise Group (Gym)
6:30pm Arise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
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LOVE GOD
SHARE HIS GRACE

10 Day Journey

Holy Land

Nov 6-15, 2026

Interest Meeting
March22
9:30am | Family Center

Walk the land where Jesus walked
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